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renewed on existing terms; a writing to tliat effect was given and a counter-agreement taken. The ryot was allowed to increase or decrease Ms holding, but in the latter case the land to be relinquished must be a fair average sample, and not inferior land only. If this was not agreed to, the whole holding was transferred to someone else willing to take it. When this had been done, pains (rent agreements) were prepared for the Collector's signature. In some parts the annual settlements were commenced much later, in consequence of the ryots refusing to sign for their holdings until the rain fell in June. The result had "been inconvenient, as ryots only cultivated the best lands, and would not sign for their holdings unless waste was excluded, although it was understood that the good and bad land in a holding could not be separated without the Mdmlatdar's permission, the ryot being responsible for the whole unless that permission was obtained. After this nothing was done until the crops were nearly ripe, when the ryot either paid the first instalment or gave security; on this permission to reap was given. The system, at the root of which was, of course, over-assessment, was acknowledged to be objectionable, but had been continued because the revenue had been found to suffer when it was relaxed. Mr. Morison, in 1820, had stated that no village was honest enough to pay up without it, and his successor had been directed to try nix villages on a more liberal system, but the result had been unfavourable to Government.
The fact of the general heaviness of the assessment in his charge was brought prominently to the notice of Government by the Collector of Surat in 1829. He pointed out that, whereas the average produce of javt'iri in two 'bitjha$ of land rated at Es. 21 and Es. 4 (the maximum and minimum rates) was about 70 maunds, the value at existing prices was only Es. 30, out of which the revenue demand would be Es. 25, and that consequently land was going out of cultivation. Orders were accordingly issued that a revision might be commenced on the basin of the demand not exceeding the value of half the gross produce, and measures might be taken to bring the waste lands into cultivation by letting them out at low rales, but not HO low as to induce the ryots to abandon their old cultivation for new. Any detailed